Long-term recurrence-free survival in a patient with pancreatic carcinosarcoma: a case report with a literature review.
Here, we presented a case of carcinosarcoma of the pancreas in a 53-year-old woman. The carcinosarcoma was in the head of pancreas. She underwent a pancreaticoduodenectomy. The tumor was grossly yellowish-whitish. Histologic evaluation of the tumor revealed 2 elements separated from each other. One component was conventional pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma, and the other component showed sarcomatous growth pattern composed of pleomorphic spindle cells. Immunohistochemically, the adenocarcinoma component was reactive for antibodies to cytokeratin 18 and epithelial membrane antigen. The sarcomatous component was reactive for smooth muscle antibody. These findings led to a diagnosis of pancreatic carcinosarcoma. The patient was treated with gemcitabine, adriamycin, and cisplatin after the operation. Although previously reported patients with pancreatic carcinosarcoma showed a very poor outcome, this patient has remained free of recurrence for 20 months, which is the longest recurrence-free survival time recorded for this type of cancer. This treatment plan may be a feasible option.